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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  

Ointment  

for Jesus’ Feet,           

Giving God  

our Very Best”  
Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 

 

BERGY’S BABBLE:   
 

INVITING 

Vol. 19   

No. 6 
June 2013 

 Estimates are that about one-third of the population of Houston 

are connected with a church.  Of that one-third, probably 25% claim a 

connection but are not really affiliated in a particular congregation or 

community of faith.  Essentially, the majority of people in our city are 

“unchurched” and would benefit from hearing the good news spoken in 

loving community. 
 

 My guess is that they are not attending a particular congregation, 

for the most part, because someone meaningful to them has not said, 

“Why don’t you let me pick you up around 10:00 a.m. this Sunday to  

attend worship with me?”  INVITE SOMEONE.  Show them that you are 

a friend, whose friendship extends further than shared material concerns. 
 

 Who should you invite?  Try a neighbor, someone with whom 

you work, a team member with whom you play a sport (baseball, basket-

ball, bowling, etc.), a fellow worker, a supervisor, a secretary, especially 

someone you know who is facing a crisis (e.g. a recent widow or       

widower, someone in a divorce, a lost job, death in the family, a new job, 

crime victim, any large life change).  Then there are others we don’t    

often think about:  a doctor or dentist, your child’s teacher, a scout 

leader, members of your civic association, babysitters, the elderly on 

your street, people with whom you eat lunch.  Why not once a week    

invite ONE person to worship with you?   
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 We have something great to offer people who hurt or who are afraid and 

without hope.  We have the same thing to offer to people who are exhilarated and 

excited about life, and want to share the enthusiasm.  This “product” is the Good 

News about Jesus.  Let’s be aware and sensitive to the needs of others and give 

them what can lead to spiritual growth and fulfilled living.  ONCE A WEEK     

INVITE SOMEONE TO WORSHIP!!! 
 

FRIEND PROSPECT SEARCH 
 

We all have a network of relationships which supports our lives.  Below you will 

find a tool to help you identify those within your network who might be prospects 

for worshiping at Holy Cross.  Think through your relationships and jot down their 

names in the circles.  These would be good people to invite to Lenten Services, or 

Bible studies or any other special events.  Because you are baptized, you are a wit-

ness.  Accept that challenge and you are free to witness intentionally! 

 

See you in worship……………………Bergy. 
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HCLC COUNCIL MINUTES 

MAY 19, 2013 
 

Present at the Meeting: Wendy Lambeth, Wayne Schaper, Pastor Jim 

Berggren, AIM Karen Davidson, John Stokes, Nancy Beamesderfer,  Mike 

Appling, Warren Schick,  Fredda Yurk, Suzan Cook. 

Absent: Pastor Jhon Arroyave, Alvin Garza 

Meeting came to order at 11:40 a.m. 

Opening devotion and prayer by John Stokes.  

Judy Hungerford addressed the council regarding an Outreach Program for 
the church. She discussed the hiring of a Youth Director.  Judy will make a 2 
year commitment to head this program. Judy stated she had several people 
willing to work with her. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Motion made by Fredda and seconded by Nancy to    
accept report.  Motion carried. 
Pastor Jim stated Memorial Service for Monte Peden was very well attended. 

Synod Assembly was very good. Pastor John, AIM Karen, Warren Shick, 

and Gloria McGarvey were the attendants. 

Wayne has researched carpet pavers as opposed to concrete and having to 

provide a retention pond. He is waiting on Hillshire Village to approve the 

plans. 
 

Worship Times 

A vote was taken from the congregation and service will remain at 9:00 a.m.     

(51-35) 
 

Setting Up Yearly Calendar 

Council needs to work on Rally Day, Advent, Christmas, Lent and any other 

dates to be put on the calendar. These items need to be put on the agenda 

three months ahead. 
 

Next council meeting will be June 30, 11:30 a.m. 

Motion to adjourn by Fredda and seconded by Mike. Motion passed. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:30pm. 

Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Suzan Cook 
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ADDENDUM TO  

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF ARTICLE 
  

I must apologize to all for my error in leaving out an important sentence  

in the LWR article.  Please see the following. 
  

“We have completed another year of making quilts and various kits for         

Lutheran World Relief.  On April 1, 2013, Gloria McGarvey, Frances          

Duncan, and I loaded 21 boxes of various items onto Monte Peden's pickup 

truck and Monte kindly delivered them to Epiphany Lutheran for us.  On Good 

Friday, we had packed those boxes with the  kits with Janis Vasut very capably 

assisting us.  We loaded 50 quilts, 48 school kits, 7 personal care kits, 41 baby 

care kits, and 5 fabric kits.  I wish to take this time to personally thank all who 

contributed to this effort. Special thanks go to those people mentioned 

above.  They went beyond the normal mile for this project and I salute them”. 
  

Again, I must apologize for inadvertently leaving out  

that very important sentence. 
 

  

Joyce Pavelka 

FOOD PANTRY  
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you                    

gave me drink, a stranger, and you welcomed me” Mt.25:35 
 

The East Spring Branch Food Pantry is in need of volunteers that can serve as 

substitutes on an occasional Tuesday (11am-2pm), Thursday (11am-2pm) or 

Saturday (12-2pm). Volunteers fill bags with food, distribute to families that 

come to the Pantry for help, and restock shelves.  Heavy lifting is not required. 
 

If you have a truck or large Suburban, help is needed to transport food from the 

Houston Food Bank on Thursday mornings (7-8:30am) on a once/ month basis. 
 

Please call Mary White at 281.799.6752 or Robin Harger at 713.468.1725 if 

you are available. 
 

Join us and make a difference to families in need right here in our community! 
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

Will not be meeting in the month of June.     

We will resume in July. 
 

Nancy Beamesderfer 

LUTHERAN DEACONESS ASSOCIATION (LDA) 
 

 In years past, Holy Cross (HCLC) was served by two Deacon-

esses – April (Mitchell) Boyden and Doreen (Leptien) Scheuerman. At 

least two additional Deaconesses have close ties to HCLC.  Lisa Dona-

hue, daughter of Betty and Warren Larson, currently serves in the nearby 

Cypress area – while anxiously awaiting the forthcoming marriage of her 

daughter, Christine.  Also – there’s Jennifer “Jen”, the daughter-in-law of 

Elaine and Gordon Tinker.  She and husband, Pastor David, recently re-

located to Carmine-Round Top TX near Brenham. 
 

 In other years past, HCLC was specially honored to have two of 

its members receive the annual LDA Diakonia en Cristo Award. 
 

 But – this short article is to say THANK YOU! to the 16 current 

and one-time HCLC family units who have continued their financial sup-

port for the LDA and its worthy mission.  Collectively, you accounted for 

about 2.0% of the total pledged by members of the LC-MS, the ELCA 

and others. 
 

 Calvin Remmert 

ALPHA & OMEGA 
 

Neighborhood Circle will meet on Sunday, June 02 

2013, at 5:00 p.m. at the home of Calvin and Tillie 

Remmert, 3018 Teague, 713-690-9596. 

Lucy Candler 
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 Had an interesting experience last Sunday.  As is often the case on Sunday 

mornings when I'm not fully slept out and my breathing is compromised, I was 

using my walker when I entered the sanctuary and proceeded down the lectern-

side aisle.  I folded it up and leaned it against the wall next to the pew I had cho-

sen, and found another walker leaning there.  Not unusual, I thought.  After a few 

moments I glanced over and saw that two more had been added.  Four walkers, 

side by side.  Did the only four people who used walkers just happen to find seats 

in the same area?  Or is the use of these handy devices growing in our midst? 
 

 Dear friends, we are aging.  I just celebrated my 80th birthday, and I'm one 

of the young ones!  The fact is, as we age we have issues that really younger folks 

don't have.  Issues that we feel may not be important enough to merit special atten-

tion, or even talking about.  But they're real issues.  The happy fact is that the 

Stephen Ministers who are here to serve your needs share those issues—we're part 

of that aging contingent, and we understand and identify with your needs and con-

cerns.  Please let  us be there for you to talk to.  We can't if you don't let us know 

you'd like just to chat. 
 

 As I've said repeatedly, confidentiality is our middle name.  We NEVER 

betray a trust.  Our concern is that you won't step forward and ask.  Please do that, 

even if that step forward is supported by a walker! 
 

 God bless and keep you. 

 Marge Carroll — Stephen Ministry Coordinator 

DEAR HOLY CROSS MEMBERS   

 

Thanks for all the prayers that were prayed for my sister in the five 

months she battled the illness of cancer.    

Also for the many cards, e-mails, and phone calls I received after            

she entered the home that God prepared for her.   

The cards gave me the peace and comfort         

that we all need after a loss of a loved one.  

She will be missed by all of her family.   

I will miss calling her and hearing her say  

"it’s so good to hear your voice". 
 

Bettie Bering  
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

MAY - 2013 

05   Sandra Williams 

12   Sharon Wagner 

19   The Appling family 

26  Alvin & Debbie Garza 

       Verlene Furley 

       Alma Laubenberg 

 

01   Jo Rita Kaltwasser 

02   Erwin Gross 

04   Joe Firth 

05   Doris Pannell 

06   Norma Berg 

       Charles Hess 

08   Rafael Alvarado 

16   Betty Larson 

       Priscilla Anthony 

17   Juan Villegas 

18   Bruce Jaster 

       Rose Manning                 

19   Warren Larson             

20   Florentina Araiza          

21   Pat Curran 

22   Fred Abrego 

24   Juan Samano 

       Ann Crick 

26   Joseph Lambeth 

27   Noemy Maldonado 

28   Christopher Fisher 

       Jacoby Salas 

29   Joshua Berggren 

       Xavier Abrego 

30   Jennifer Crick  

DIRECTORY CHANGE 
 

Pat Boesling & Richard Fitzgerald 

1727 Peer 

Houston, TX  77043 

(713) 904-1154  /  (713) 253-0431 
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READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL  

JUNE 2013 

DATE 

 

1st READING PSALM 2nd READING GOSPEL 

06/02/2013 1 Kings 8:22-23, 

41-43 

96:1-9 Galatians 1:1-12 Luke 7:1-10 

06/09/2013 1 Kings 17:17-24 30 Galatians 1:11-24 Luke 7:11-17 

06/16/2013 2 Samuel 11:26—

12:10, 13-15 

32 Galatians 2:15-21 Luke 7:36—8:3 

06/23/2013 Isaiah 65:1-9 22:19-28 Galatians 3:23-29 Luke 8:26-39 

06/30/2013 1 Kings 19:15-16, 

19-21 

16 Galatians 5:1, 

13-25 

Luke 9:51-62 

THANK YOU!!   

 

A word of thanks to all those who helped me          

celebrate the big 8-0!                                                            

It was an unbelievably moving and fun evening.   

Y'all are wonderful!  God Bless! 

Marge Carroll 

To all those who sent me Get Well Cards,  

or wished me well when they saw me I want to say Thank You.   

Those wishes helped me to get through most of my problems.   

I doubt if I will ever be 100% again, but as close as I can get is o.k. 

by me.  You really don't know how much  

your thoughts meant to me.  So, again I say Thank you. 
 

Alma Laubenberg 
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

APRIL 2013 
 

English Services: 141 

Spanish Services: 94  

CHURCH          

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Friday 

8:30 am - 2:30 pm 

 

Holy Cross  

Lutheran Church’s  

 E-MAIL address is:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers in the     

Narthex. Suggested donation  

is $45.00 and $10.00 for a rose. 

Remember in prayer the  

homebound, disabled, long-term ill,  

and prolonged recovering.  

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Betty Dodson 

Doris Anne Drosche 

Sig Ellerman 

Nancy Mendel 

 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Dorothy Storenski 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 
 

Bill Alexander  

Ed Cooper 

Betty Herzog 

Carol Kirsch 

Alma Laubenberg 

Lois Massie 

Ed Peterman 

Walter Ruthstrom 

Glen Schwartz 

Kathleen Schwertlich 

Dorothy Storenski 

Sheldon Urwitz 

José Vasquez 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  

APRIL 2013    

  Receipts     $ 30,179.00        

                    Expenses      34,096.77 

                    Balance    < $ 3,917.77 > 
Operational receipts                                                         

      year to date received   …….      $ 130,268.85       

Expenditures year to date  …….        138,660.75 

Balance                           ……   < $    8,391.90 > 

R E M E M B E R  I N  Y O U R  P R A Y E R S  

Prayer Chain   
If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer  

Request emails and would like to,          

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713)254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails are sent 

out daily, so if you are on the email list 

and did not receive any email,                  

please contact Renee. 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Spring Branch 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran  Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr. — Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253    Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:      hclc@holycross.us 
 

Web Site:  www.holycross.us 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 email :  jberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor  
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate In Ministry
 email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 email : hclc@holycross.us 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Matthew Coffey                               Choir Director 

Cathy Elijah    Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

(713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Wendy Lambeth                                  President 

Alvin Garza                                      Vice President 

Suzan Cook                                             Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School :  10:30—11:15 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  10:30 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

11:30 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 


